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Dear Kurihara san (recipient),

It is my great honour as president of the SKF to bestow this letter of appreciation to mr
Masakazu Kurihara (32 IEA),

member of the AJKF. For his long lasting efforts cultivating and constantly improving Kendo

in the Kingdom of Sweden.

We further wish to (on an suitable occasion) bestow upon him the next highest badge of merit

“fortjénsttecken grad 5” of the Swedish Budo & Martial Arts Federation.

Motivation for letter of appreciation and badge of merit:

Mr Kurihara has for 50 years given his best to make sure that kendo in our country keeps
evolving,

making sure we are on track with the latest knowledge from Japan. His dedication in this is

most worthy of a special mention.

Fostering excellent relations between Japanese and Swedish Kendo practitioners for half a
century, we cannot overstate

the importance of his contribution. First visiting Sweden in 1974, we could never have
imagined that 50 years on we would

still be receiving Mr Kuriharas wise instruction through for our kendoka.



Delivery of letter and badge of merit:
The badge of merit, as well as the printed version of the attached letter are to be awarded on
an occasion suitable for mr Kurihara,
whenever he next visits Sweden and/or one of his students or SKF representatives visits him

in Japan (whichever comes first).

We are looking into arrangements to make sure this happens sooner rather than later.

yours sincerely,

Jimmy Llewellyn Thorsell

President/ &

27 = —7 v#E#EY Swedish Kendo Federation
Jimmy Llewellyn Thorsell

President/ &
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SVENSKA KENDOFORBUNDET

Letter of appreciation for

S A

Masakazu Kurihara

We hereby wish to confer the great appreciation
of the Swedish Kendo Federation towards

Mr Masakazu Kurihara. Having continuously
worked with and improved the art of Kendo in
Sweden for 50 years (since 1974). His effort has, in
no small words, been formative in making Swedish
Kendo and its practitioners what they are today.

Jimmy/ﬁewellyn Thorsell
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